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Foreword to the Special issue on Agro-Geoinformatics-The Applications of Geoinformatics in Agriculture A GRO-GEOINFORMATION, the agricultural-related geoinformation, is the key information in the agricultural decision-making and policy formulation process. Recent advances in geoinformatics have created new opportunities and challenges in applying geoinformatics to agriculture. The issues related to handling digital agro-geoinformation, such as collecting (including field visits and remote sensing), processing, storing, archiving, preserving, retrieving, transmitting, accessing, visualizing, analyzing, synthesizing, presenting, disseminating, and Geoinformatics has been organized annually since 2012. All these activities represent that a world-wide research community of agro-geoinformatics have been cultivated.
This Special Issue on Agro-Geoinformatics-The Applications of Geoinformatics in Agriculture, to our knowledge, is the first of its kind in all journals published by the IEEE GRSS. The papers published in this special issue represent state of the art in the field, covering all aspects of agro-geoinformatics research, such as data collection, visualization, information access and management, and on-demand geo-processing, and applications of agro-geoinformatics in agricultural sustainability, crop monitoring and assessment, and agricultural disaster monitoring and mitigation.
The set of papers in this special issue show not only agrogeoinformatics is an active and vibrant research field but also the research is beginning to make real impact in agricultural decision-making and food security. We hope that this special issue can provide a beneficial summary of recent progress and useful references on the agro-geoinformatics research and stimulate interest and further work in this interesting field. 
